
 

 
Long Island Health Collaborative 

Attendance & Meeting Summary: February 14, 2019 | 9:30-11:30am 
 

Member Attendance: See list attached 

Welcome & Introductions 

 New Outreach Assistant 

 

Janine Logan, Nassau-Suffolk Hospital Council/Long Island Health Collaborative, welcomes 

committee members to the February Long Island Health Collaborative Meeting. All members 

introduce themselves. Over 50 members are in attendance.  

Janine introduces new PHIP outreach assistant Cathryn Beeman (cbeeman@nshc.org). Cat 

received her BS in Wellness Management from SUNY Oswego, and is working towards her 

MPH online from SUNY Albany. After spending the last three years working as a nutritionist 

and lactation consultant for the WIC Program, Cat is excited to explore a new path on her 

public health career journey. 

Updates 

 PHIP Funding and Advocacy 

Updates 

Governor Cuomo has proposed the elimination of PHIP funding, updates include: 

 The PHIP grant was scheduled to end January 2020, but the proposal would end the 

program in April 2019 

 According to the governor’s office, if the legislature includes PHIP funding in the 

upcoming budget, their office will not oppose it 

 LIHC is concentrating their efforts on working with state legislators, NSHC CEO Kevin 

Dahill and others are advocating in Albany 

 LIHC members are encouraged to sign and send letters to their state representatives 

expressing the value they find in the PHIP program 

mailto:cbeeman@nshc.org
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 Dr. Lawrence Eisenstein, Commissioner, Nassau County Department of Health 

emphasizes the importance of including hard data when advocating for the PHIP 

program 

Projects in Progress 

 CHNA 

 CDSMP 

 

Community Health Needs Assessment – Data Analyst, Paul Love, gives a brief update of the 

CHNA. To ensure integrity, Paul has compared the data collected from the community health 

assessment surveys to the ACS information from the census bureau. Two areas are lacking in 

representation, and the CHNA data advisory group is working together to gather more robust 

information. 

Chronic Disease Self-Management Programs – An awareness campaign for CDSM was 

created, which is represented by a landing page on the LIHC’s website. To engage and 

educate the community, a testimonial video has been put together to show an example of how 

one Long Islander has changed his lifestyle and health. 

DSRIP Partnership Updates 

 Suffolk Care Collaborative 

presented by Althea Williams, 

MBA, PCMH-CCE 

Last fall, SCC held a CBO forum regarding trends in healthcare. A save-the-date will be 

distributed soon for a follow-up workshop which will take place this spring. For more information 

on the event, please contact Amanda Chirco at amanda.chirco@stonybrookmedicine.edu. 

Long Island’s Healthy Libraries 

Project 

In partnership with their academic partners, the LIHC has embarked on an asset mapping 

project to uncover the health- and social-service related programming occurring at public 

libraries throughout Nassau and Suffolk counties. Through this project, relevant programs 

hosted at libraries have been identified, based on the New York State of Health Prevention 

Agenda’s five priority areas - Prevent chronic diseases; Promote healthy and safe 

environments; Promote healthy women, infants and children; Promote mental health and 

https://www.lihealthcollab.org/healthy-resources/livebetter
https://youtu.be/RP8QUPLHM8c
amanda.chirco@stonybrookmedicine.edu
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prevent substance abuse; Prevent HIV, sexually transmitted diseases, vaccine-preventable 

diseases and healthcare-associated Infections. Interactive maps have been created and posted 

on the LIHC website, for community members to find relevant programs in their neighborhoods. 

A separate research-based page is available to health professionals and includes maps that 

show the level of need, social determinants of health, and which prevention agenda topic is 

targeted.  

The Opioid Crisis on Long Island – a 

Data-Driven Population Health 

Approach 

 Presented by Lisa Benz Scott, 

Ph.D., Director, Program in 

Public Health and MPH Program 

Lisa.Benzscott@stonybrook.edu 

Dr. Lisa Benz Scott addresses the collaborative on the opioid crisis on Long Island and its 

effect on community libraries. Due to the many assets libraries possess, i.e., heat/air 

conditioning, compassionate staff, private bathrooms, they have become an effective resource 

in addressing social determinants of health. Multiple methods of research were conducted by 

both Stony Brook University and Hofstra University to determine “hot spots” for opioid 

poisonings on Long Island, and their proximities to libraries. The “hot spots” were used to 

consider what libraries are currently doing in terms of mental health and substance abuse, and 

what opportunities there are for libraries to do more. Some determinations of their research are 

that there is a critical need for evaluation of the existing programs and how to successfully 

replicate them and that there is a need for additional programs in hot spot areas such as the 

Bayport Blue Point Public Library. 

Adjournment The 2019 Collaborative meeting dates are: 

1. Wednesday, April 10, 2019 

2. Wednesday, June 12, 2019 

3. Wednesday, August 7, 2019 

4. Wednesday, October 16, 2019 

5. Thursday, December 12, 2019 

https://www.lihealthcollab.org/healthy-resources/healthy-libraries
https://www.lihealthcollab.org/member-resources/library-research-project
Lisa.Benzscott@stonybrook.edu
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Unless specified otherwise, meetings will take place at the Crossroads Corporate Park 

Conference Room at 1393 Veterans Memorial Highway in Hauppauge, NY. As always, we are 

incredibly thankful for all our members do to drive LIHC initiatives. We look forward to seeing 

you all in the spring!   

 

In Attendance: Kate Anastasia, Program Director, Alzheimer’s Asso. LI; Karen Beck, QI Coordinator, Association for Mental Health 

and Wellness; Cathryn Beeman, Outreach Assistant, Nassau-Suffolk Hospital Council; Kerri Beine, Program Assistant, Suffolk Care 

Collaborative; Lisa Benz-Scott, Program in Public Health, Stony Brook University; Ed Brennan, Director of Marketing, Long Island 

Community Hospital; Cindy Brown, Executive Director, NYS Coalition for Transportation Safety; Celina Cabello, Epidemiologist, 

Nassau County Department of Health; Monica Caravella, Assistant Professor of Nursing, Farmingdale State College; Amanda Chirco, 

Project Manager, Suffolk Care Collaborative; Mikaela Clemente, Dietetic Intern, Stony Brook Medicine; Crag Cole, Outreach, ENTA; 

Jean Davino, Senior Health Consultant, RR Health Strategies; Alanna Downey, Dietetic Intern, Stony Brook Medicine; Lawrence 

Eisenstein, MD, Commissioner, Nassau County Department of Health; Marilyn Fabbricante, Executive Director, Public and External 

Affairs, St. Charles Hospital; Pascale Fils-Aime, Community Health Coordinator, Nassau-Suffolk Hospital Council; Bianca Franza, MPH 

Student, Stony Brook University; Peter Gambino, Executive Vaccine Representative, Merck Vaccines; Michele Gervat, Director of 

Community Health, American Heart Association; Patricia Gilroy, Manager Community Benefits, Catholic Health Services; Doreen 

Guma, Founder, Time to Play Foundation; Chris Hendricks, Vice President, Public & External Affairs, Catholic Health Services; Ellen 

Higgins, Project Coordinator, SCDOH Maternal Infant Community Health Collaborative; Mark Hoffacker, Program Facilitator, NYS 

Coalition for Transportation Safety; Tameir Holder, Senior Project Coordinator, Clinical Directors Network, Inc.; Naheed Khan, Grant 

Director, Nassau County Community College; Stephanie Kubow, Director, Strategic Planning, Northwell Health; Janine Logan, Senior 

Director, Communications and Population Health, Nassau-Suffolk Hospital Council; Paul Love Data Analyst Nassau-Suffolk Hospital 

Council; David Mbaya, Community Health Physician, Northwell Health; Kristin McCaffrey, RN Student, Farmingdale State College; 

Rose McCarthy, Executive Director, Harmony Café; Sally McGarrity, Program Coordinator, Victory Recovery Partners; Jaclyn McGrath, 

RN Student, Farmingdale State College; Linda Mermelstein, Chief Deputy Commissioner, Suffolk County Department of Health; Anne 

Marie Montijo, Deputy Director for Strategic Initiatives, Association for Mental Health and Wellness; Johnny Mora, Program Coordinator, 

NBLCA; Eileen Pillitteri, Program Manager, Maurer Foundation; Allison Puglia, VP of Programs and Agency Relations, Island Harvest; 
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Sabrena Reid, Dietetic Intern, Stony Brook Medicine; Emily Rogan, Project Manager, CBO Planning Grant, Health and Welfare Council 

of Long Island; Valerie Russo, RN Student, Farmingdale State College; Anthony Santella, Associate Professor of Health Professions, 

Hofstra University; Marguerite Smith, Project Manager, Shinnecock Nation; Nancy Smithwick, RN Student, Farmingdale State College; 

Yvonne Spreckels, Director, Community Relations, Stony Brook University Hospital; Nikki Stewart, Witness Project; James Tomarken, 

MD, Commissioner, Suffolk County Department of Health; Kymona Tracey, Manager, NYU Wintrop; Karen Tripmacher, Director, 

Community Education and Health Benefit, Winthrop University Hospital; Bryan Valentin, Community Project Coordinator, Nassau 

Queens PPS; Luis Valenzuela, Healthcare Advocate, Health Education Project / 1199 SEIU; Kim Whitehead, Manager, 

Communications and Operations, Nassau-Suffolk Hospital Council; Nadine Wilches, Owner, Neuropsycle, Althea Williams, Director, 

Community and Practice Transformation, Stony Brook University Hospital. 


